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Effect of different packages on the post harvest behaviour and shelf life
of jasmine (Jasminum sambac)
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ABSTRACT
Investigation was carried out in the Department of Horticulture, Faculty of Agriculture, Annamalai University during 2004-2005 to find out the
effect of different packages on the post harvest behavior and shelf life of Jasmine (Jasminum sambac) in CRD with five replications.
Thirteen types of packages such as 100,200,300 gauge of polyethylene (PE) bags each with 0.25 per cent ventilation and without ventilation,
HDP bag, bamboo basket each with muslin cloth and news papers as cushioning materials, palmyrah leaf sheath box, gunny bag, corrugated
card board box and CFB box were used. The periodical observations recorded every 24hrs from 0hrs to 72 hrs were physiological loss of
weight, freshness index, flower opening index, colour retention index, fragrance index, phenol content and shelf life. Results of this
experiment envisaged that flowers packed in 200 gauge PE bags without ventilation proved effective in extending shelf life of Jasmine
flowers up to 81 hours with less physiological loss of weight and phenol content and high freshness index, flower opening index, colour
retention index and fragrance index. This was closely followed by 300 gauge PE bag without ventilation.
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INTRODUCTION
In the innumerable lovely creations of nature, flowers have

moved the human mind more than anything else. Among the different
kind of flowers, Jasmines take uninumero position because of their
elegant star like flowers, rich fragrance and their multifaceted
aesthetic utilities.  Hence, it is the very human nature to crave for
preserving or prolonging the life of such things, which are the source
of immense pleasure. Presently, Jasmines are grown for fresh flower
trade with obsolete technologies and lack of improved method of
harvesting, packing, storing and transporting. Under normal condition,
Jasmine flowers do not retain for more than a day and show a sign
of browning or rotting on the second day with an abrupt loss in
fragrance. Krishnamoorthy (1990) reported that packaging is a
fundamental tool for post harvest management of highly perishable
commodities and adequate packaging protects the produce from
physical, physiological and pathological deterioration during transport
and marketing and enhancing their shelf life by retaining their
attractiveness. Even if two per cent wastage of horticultural produce
is reduced from the production centers to the market, there will be a
saving of rupees 100-200 crores per year in India (Ramana et al,
1988). Therefore, a study was undertaken to assess the feasibility
of packages on the post harvest behaviour and shelf life of Jasmine
(Jasminum sambac).

MATERIALSAND METHODS
The present investigation was carried out in the Department of

Horticulture, Faculty of Agriculture, Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar during 2004-2005. Uniform size flower buds of
malligai (Jasminum sambac) free from bruising and mechanical injury
were harvested during evening time. Thirteen types of packages
such as 100, 200, 300 gauge of polyethylene (PE) bags each with
0.25 per cent ventilation and without ventilation, high density
polyethylene(HDP) bag, bamboo basket each with muslin cloth and
news papers as cushioning material, Palmyrah leaf sheath box,
gunny bag, Corrugated card board box and Corrugated fiber board
box were used. The experiment was carried out with fourteen
treatments in CRD under room condition with five replications.
Observations recorded daily during storage were physiological loss
in weight (PLW), freshness index, flower opening index, colour
development index Fragrance index, phenol content and shelf life.
The PLW was computed by subtracting fresh weight of flowers on
any day from its weight on the previous day and expressed as
percentage. The freshness index and flower opening index were
worked out using the procedure of Madhu (1999). The colour

development index and fragrance index were estimated through
organoleptic method using a panel of judges up to the end of the
storage. The score was expressed on 0-9 Hedonic scale and
averaged (Amerine et al., 1965) Shelf life of flowers was assessed
by recording the number of hours up to which 50 per cent or more
flowers kept fresh with out exhibiting brown pigmentation. Total
phenols were estimated using the procedure of Swain and Hills
(1959). The data were statistically analysed using the method of
Panse and Sukhatme (1978).

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION
Packaging of Jasmine flowers in PE bags of different thickness

and vents, gunny bags, bamboo baskets and corrugated boxes in
general recorded the improved shelf life, freshness index, flower
opening index, colour development index and fragrance index with
less PLW(Table 1 and 2).

Different packages were significantly affected the PLW (Table
1). The minimum PLW at 24, 48 and 72 were noticed in flowers
packed with 200 gauge PE bag without ventilation (T4) followed by
(T5) 200 PE bag with 0.25 ventilation (T1), while the unpacked flowers
recorded the maximum value at 24, 48 and 72 hrs of storage. This
might be due to maintenance of optimum humidity and proper balance
of CO2 and O2 concentration which interns slows down the process
of respiration and evapotranspiration and ultimately reduced the PLW
(Ahn-Gwiyeen and Ahn, 1997). The results are in close agreement
with the findings of Nirmala and Venkatesh Reddy (1993).

It is revealed from the results that the freshness index and
flower opening index were significantly influenced by the treatments
(Table 1). The high freshness and flower opening index were
observed with 200 gauge PE bag with no ventilation, while the
unpacked flowers lost their freshness and bud stage within 24
hours. The corrugated boxes maintain the normal freshness and
flower opening index up to 48 hours. While the gunny bag, bamboo
baskets, Palmyrah leaf sheath box and HDP bag failed to maintain the
freshness up to 48 hours. Marchal and Nolin (1990) and Madaiah
and Venkatesh Reddy (1994) reported that polyethylene films of 200
to 300 gauge are capable of modifying the atmosphere in the packs
and thus allowing the flowers to be stored for several days without
affecting the freshness. The results are in line with the findings of
Anandaswamy et al. (1963). Packaging of Jasmine flowers in PE
bags of 200 and 300 gauge thickness with no ventilation retained the
characteristic white colour and fragrance up to 72 hours and
corrugated boxes retained up to 48 hours, while the flowers packed
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